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Three-Strikes Sentencing
The introduction of the three-strikes sentencing policy was meant to deter criminals from committing felonies. The laws are under the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, which provides life imprisonment to be mandatory for criminals who commit a felony in the United States of America (Marion & Oliver, 2006). It is a policy that has been embraced and implemented by more than half of the states in the United States as part of their criminal justice policy and laws. The policy provides that if a person commits a felony for the first time, it is recorded as one even if they will be convicted. This means that if they commit a second felony, the first crime will be considered in determining the conviction and sentencing of the second crime (Cole, Smith & DeJong, 2018). In fact, the provision in most states, especially in California, provides that the second conviction should be twice what was served in the first felony. For example, if in the first felony, the offender was sentenced to 20 years in prison, the second felony should be 40 years. The third felony committed attracts a life sentence in prison without any negotiation as long as the three felonies can be proven in a court of laws and there are records of the previous and repeated offenses. This criminal justice policy requires the three branches of the government that is the legislature, executive and judiciary to ensure that the policy becomes a success in at the federal, state or even at the local level in the United States of America. This paper provides a discussion on how the three branches of the government participate in three-strikes sentencing policy. 
The Legislature
The legislature is the branch of government that makes, amends and passes bills into law. Therefore it is the responsibility of the legislature to pass any bills that are brought in the floor of their house into laws after proper debating and ensuring that it will serve the intended purpose. According to Schmalleger et al. (2014), the Three-Strikes Sentencing is a criminal justice policy that had to be passed by the legislature in order to become law. For example at the federal level where the policy is already in place, the Congress was involved. The legislature was brought the bill after identification of the problem where the rate of felonies committed was on the rise. There was a public outcry to contain these criminal acts hence the need for a criminal justice policy. The various groups involved identified the gap and draft of the policy were done before being brought into the legislature for consideration. In the legislature, the policy and its provisions were scrutinized to ensure that it does not go against the provision of other laws provided in the constitution. Also, the legislature had to ensure that the policy met the purpose which was to reduce felony crimes in the country. Debating was done and amendments did so that all the views from all the groups involved and those who will be affected were incorporated and accepted (Birkland, 2015). The law was enacted and passed. The state and local legislature which have already passed the three-strikes sentencing had to go through the same process and even those who will pass the law in future will have to go through the process.
The Executive
This is the branch of the government that implements laws that have been passed by the legislature. The first responsibility of this branch is to sign the bill that has been forwarded by the legislature into laws that will affect the activities that are aimed by that particular laws. The three-strikes sentencing criminal justice policy has to be asserted into a bill by the head of executive who is basically the president at the federal level, governor at the state level and mayor or equivalent at the local town or city level (Birkland, 2015). After assenting the three-strikes sentencing policy into law, the executive has to ensure that the same laws are implemented. The implementation process involves allocation of resources that are needed to make the policy implementable. In fact, the executive goodwill is needed in order to implement any new laws that have been made including the three-strikes sentencing criminal justice policy. The resources that are needed include personnel, structure and even monetary funds (Cole, Smith & DeJong, 2018). This is the most challenging part of implementing the policy since resources are scarce and proper planning has to be done in order to achieve a balance where adequate resources are provided. 
The Judiciary
This is the arm of the government that interprets and enforces any laws that have been passed by the legislature and assented into by the executive. The main objective of the judiciary and the justice departments at the federal, state and local level is to ensure that the new laws actually get used in deciding cases that are related to the law. It is the judiciary that gives sentences in prison and keeps records of such offenses (Schmalleger et al., 2014). It will, therefore, provide and get such records for a criminal who commits felonies and reaches the maximum three as provided by the three-strikes sentencing law hence giving such an offender as the life sentence. In addition, the records kept by the judiciary are meant to ensure that the offender can actually get reminded that they have been involved in felonies before and the prison sentences they got. Also, the judiciary determines if the offense that has been committed by the offender qualifies to be a felony and therefore become a repeated offense attracting the three-strikes sentencing policy. 
Conclusion
The three-strikes sentencing is a criminal justice policy whose aim is to discourage Americans from committing crimes that qualify to be felonies since it provides dire consequences. In the identification, implementation, and evaluation of the policy, the three branches of the government have to work together for the policy to take effect. The legislature ensures that the policy meets the intended purpose and its provisions are within the law. The executive has to assent the policy into law and provide the necessary resources for implementation. The judiciary on its part has to ensure that the policy is applied as required.
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